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Seminar talks zen practices
in time for exams
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

______________________

Natalie Detienne, Kip Hathaway and Alex Wang perform in this year’s production of “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” in the Warch Cinema. For full story by Staff Writer Brenna Ori, SEE PAGE 2.
Photo by Katie Crawford

Ethnic Dinner features various cuisines
under theme “Languages of the World”
Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

_______________________

The Lawrence International
Ethnic Dinner took place at 5:00
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 9 in the
Esch- Hurvis room with the unofficial theme, “Languages of the
World.” The event consisted of
a dinner and two dance performances.
The meal was provided by
Bon Appétit catering. It consisted of a variety of dishes
that were selected by Lawrence
International. The menu included

Paneer Butter Masala from India
and Pakistan, Dhaka Chicken
Karahi from Bangladesh, Ropa
Vieja from Spain, Risotto from
Italy, Spaetzle from Germany,
Meringue cookies from France
and a green salad from Wisconsin.
Feedback regarding the meal was
very positive.
Planning regarding the menu
began about a month before
the event. The students on the
Lawrence International board
chose a diverse array of offerings and worked with Bon Appétit
Catering to fine-tune the details of
the dishes. The intention was to
include dishes from a variety of

cultures with a variety of flavors
so that the guests could experience as many different kinds of
food as possible.
“It is good to have all of these
different flavors on one plate,”
remarked sophomore KangKang
Wang.
At each one of the many dinner tables, activities were provided. These included tongue twisters, lists of phrases in different
languages and various other icebreakers.
The dinner portion of the

Cinema.
“There are a lot of different
officers that belong to LEAP: judges, prosecutors, military police,
deputies, city police officers, etc.
We all decided to come together and form this organization in
order to say that drug policy is not
working, “said Bucholz. “This is a
problem that we cannot arrest our
way out of. Someone has to say
that the emperor has no clothes. “
Bucholz’s involvement in the
program began on a disturbing
note.
“I found one officer couldn’t
find any white males from 18-60
to arrest,” began Bucholz. “All of
his arrests were minorities and
females. So I decided to check up
on him on patrol one evening. As
a sheriff, you have the right and
obligation to check up on the officer and even search the officer. I
noticed something unusual when I

searched this particular officer. He
had on a whistle lanyard. No one
has had a whistle since the ‘60s.
So I decided to pull his whistle lanyard out and here, low and behold,
he had a little effigy of a minority
person with a noose around its
neck. So I instantly disarmed and
fired that officer. That’s what kind
of led to what was going as far as
drug cases go.”
This is one of the many examples that Bucholz gave as to what
encourages the war on drugs.
“If you decide to have a war
on drugs, you have to have warriors,” said Bucholz. “So the police
officers have become warriors.
thus losing a lot of the helpful
aspect of their job.”
The Good Samaritan Policy
emphasizes the deteriorating
trust in law enforcement.

See page 2

In the sunny Esch Hurvis studio this Sunday, Nov. 11, students
and community members gathered in a circle on yoga mats,
chairs and meditation cushions to
informally discuss zen and mindfulness with Religious Studies
Professor Dirck Vorenkamp.
Organized by Asia-A, the nonacademic talk aimed to provide a
way for students to ask questions
of Vorenkamp and learn about
relieving stress before ninth week.
For Asia-A’s Fall Term event,
Sophomore Sophia Wang said
they were looking for an event
related to yoga or meditation, due
to the stress of the last weeks of
the term. “We were thinking that
students could come to this event
to look at their life from a different
scope,” Wang said. In the end, she
sought out Professor Vorenkamp,
who specializes in Religious
Studies courses on Buddhism.
The seminar centered on stories from Vorenkamp’s own life
experiences with zen and stories
relating to finding balance in the
fast-paced world, in and outside
of Lawrence. “Zen is a way to get
back to what is often referred to
in zen as the ‘true self,’ that inner
child,” Vorenkamp said.
Seated on a meditation pillow
in the circle, Vorenkamp spoke
about what he calls an “epidemic” of unhappiness, anxiety and
stress that is common in much
of the world and is amplified at
Lawrence.
“We are bombarded amongst
other things with messages that

have as their focus the idea that
we need to be better, that we need
to improve ourselves,” Vorenkamp
said. “No matter how much we do,
it never feels like enough. So of
course we’re stressed, of course
we feel anxious.”
His talk was based around
three stories from being a professor at Lawrence and one from
his life in general. The first was
on a student who felt obligated
to attend Lawrence but wasn’t
happy. She is now a massage therapist.
“The question came up that if
you could do anything you wanted to do tomorrow, forget about
all of the ‘shoulds’ and‘oughts,’”
Vorenkamp said about this former
student. “Those are the kinds of
notions that we hold on to in the
way in which we try to convince
ourselves to live lives that are
really not our own.”
His second story was on a
student who was so reliant on the
outcomes of her grades that she
could not turn anything in out of
fear of a bad grade. His last story
was about seeing grade school
kids running through City Park.
“They weren’t doing those things
to get anything out of it, it was just
a joyful expression of what they
wanted to do.”
After his three stories, he
opened up to questions from students. One attendee asked about
tips for utilizing his thoughts and
“not having enough time” to do
things you enjoy. To the first question, Vorenkamp responded with
learning how to “be still,” followed
by a quiet sitting exercise different from meditation.

See page 2

LEAP brings former sheriff to discuss alternative to current drug laws
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

_______________________

Now a beekeeper and sheep
farmer, Lance Bucholz’s work in
the police force is behind him. At
36, Bucholz was the youngest man
ever appointed sheriff in the state
of Wisconsin.
“He’s the best guy from
Wisconsin.,”
said
junior
Duncan Lamphere, president of
Lawrence’s SSDP, Students for
Sensible Drug Policy.
Now retired, Bucholz is part
of LEAP, Law Enforcement Against
Prohibition, a national organization fighting current drug policy.
He came to speak at Lawrence
about his experiences as a sheriff
and why he supports LEAP’s cause
on the evening of Thursday, Nov.
7 in the Warch Campus Center
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Former sherriff Bucholz shares his experiences involving drug-related crimes.
Photo by Katie Crawford
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“Rocky Horror” production makes annual debut in Warch Cinema
Brenna Ori
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Lawrence’s “The Rocky
Horror Picture Show” took place
on Friday, Nov. 8 and Saturday,
Nov. 10, continuing the tradition
of its annual performance.
“The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” has been put on around
the time of Halloween since at
least 2003, according to senior
Bryan McManus, who co-directed
the show with fellow senior Alysa
Levi D’Ancona this year.
The show ran for two nights
and was called a success by both

Levi D’Ancona and McManus.
While the audiences only saw the
final product, the entire production took a month and a half of
casting, rehearsals and set up.
“The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” is a movie that was made
in the 1970s and stars wellknown Hollywood names like
Susan Sarandon and Tim Curry.
At Lawrence, the movie is played
with a shadow cast acting out the
movie while it plays behind them.
Back in September, Levi
D’Ancona and McManus began
casting the show for a live performance. Most of the students
who auditioned had never seen

the movie, much less seen a live
production of the show. “We knew
that the students who auditioned
wouldn’t get everything right,
but we cast the show based on
who had the right energy,” Levi
D’Ancona said. The cast ended up
totaling to 15 actors.
The next month was filled
with rehearsals and the cast
familiarizing themselves with
the movie. “We had all our actors
watch the movie a lot so each
actor knew where everyone was
going at every point in the movie,”
McManus said. Levi D’Ancona also
said that it was important that the
show be cohesive and match up

almost exactly to the movie.
By the end of the rehearsal
process, the actors added their
own personal quirks to their
characters. “[Freshmen] Stefany
Dominguez, who played Magenta,
and Ridley Tankersley, who
played Riff Raff, had their own
weird chemistry that wasn’t in the
movie, but they added it in and it
worked really well,” Levi D’Ancona
said.
Another important part of
the live Rocky Horror experience
is the call lines. The call lines are
scripted bits yelled out by other
members of the cast. These calls
are usually aimed at making fun

of the movie and the actors. Many
of these lines are considered “classic,” according to McManus, but
some new ones were added to
keep with present-day pop culture.
The day of the performance,
the amount of preparation totaled
to over two hours for hair, makeup, costumes and set up. The level
of participation at each show varied, causing each show to be different from the others. “There was
definitely more participation on
Saturday night because the crowd
seemed to know the movie better,”
freshman Sarah Lawhun said.

portive place for them. She talked
to the Native American students
on campus and collaborated with
them to restart the organization.
Chase believes that LUNA
should first function as a supportive group for Native Americans at
Lawrence. She said lots of Native
American students at Lawrence
are from Arizona and New Mexico.
She believes that for these Native
American students, “being away
from reservations all the way
to Lawrence is a totally different scene change.” She feels the
need to give Native Americans at
Lawrence a place where they can
find somebody to relate to.
Chase said LUNA should also
provide education about Native
American cultures at Lawrence.
She wants LUNA to be a group
open to the whole campus so that

other students who aren’t Native
Americans will come. Chase hopes
LUNA can help break the stereotypes about Native Americans and
bring more information about
different cultures and different
tribes.
LUNA has started partnering with the Diversity Center
to get the word out about different events related to Native
American heritage. For example,
the Diversity Center advertised
the dinner after Bill Miller’s performance on Tuesday, Nov. 12. As
for future plans, Chase said that
they may bring discussion panels
to campus to provide information
and invite questions about Native
American culture.
Chase has many plans to
work with other student organizations to better spread the

word about their organization.
Working with the Culture Food
Club to make Native American
dishes may be one event in the
future. Suggesting books to one of
Lawrence’s book clubs and movie
screenings with the film club are
also on her to-do list.
“I am trying to get in touch
with all the presidents of different
groups and see what they want to
do,” Chase said.
Chase believes that the most
challenging things for LUNA are
to find the direction for the group
and to keep the club going.
“I don’t want [LUNA] to die
next year [when I graduate] […]
We want to make the group think
and thrive [on its own,]” she said.
Chase hopes that the
“Lawrence community and student body can see how amazing

students in general are in this
club.” Chase said, “Even though
there are not many Native
Americans [at Lawrence], we are
doing things not only for each
other but also for someone else.”
She shared that because of
LUNA, she learned a lot more
about Native American culture
from others than she has learned
from her family and, at the same
time, people who are not Native
Americans were learning a lot,
too.
Chase believes that “It’s not
about race, not about [the fact
that] we are Native Americans,
it’s that we are all different people
from different backgrounds, and
we should help each other understand, and remove the stereotypes
through understanding where
each of us comes from.”

es a different type of dance at
every weekly meeting.
Director of International
Student Services Leah McSorley
said, “The Ethnic Dinner is a great
way for international and U.S.American guests to connect in
an informal environment and to
learn about other cultures while
having fun and eating delicious
food!”
The guests of the event consisted of international students,
non-international
students,
“friendship families”, alumni and
other campus and community
members.
The “friendship family” program pairs Lawrence international students with local Fox Valley
families. This pairing is based on
an application that each party fills
out about their interests. These

pairings give international students a chance to get off campus
and experience the culture of the
Fox Valley with their friendship
families.
There are times when former
students have invited their friendship family to weddings and graduations. The friendship family is
also able to provide assistance to
their student when the student
has a problem on campus.
To allow the friendship
families a chance at experiencing different cultures, the Office
of International Student Services
(ISS) invites them to large campus
events, such as the Lunar New
Year Celebration, which takes
place on Feb. 1, and the annual
Cabaret, which takes place during
Spring Term.

Zen

that’s really important for an
event, just because I feel like people will be more engaged, learn
and benefit more and hopefully
have it somehow impact their life.”
When asked about his own
expectations and hopes for what
students get out of his seminar,
Vorenkamp said he “didn’t really
have any” besides having a nice
sunny space. However, many students left reluctantly from the studio and quiet “thank you’s” were
mumbled. In the end, Vorenkamp
stated, “I think what people get
out of not just this [seminar], but
essentially what we get out of life,
is really up to us.”

that you’ve also taken Molly, then
there is a chance that you will get
searched or your room will get
searched.”
These searches can obviously
lead to arrests.
“How are people supposed
to support their families when
they’re sitting in prison for selling
a couple pounds of reefer?” asked
Bucholz, “It is a tragedy. You wonder who they are and where they
come from. What is really heartbreaking, I found out as sheriff, is
that they are just regular people
who fell through the cracks.”
Bucholz underlines the complications associated with drugrelated arrests.
“Once you are arrested for felony charges, you lose your right to
vote. Almost 90% of these arrests

are minorities, just for drug related crimes,” said Bucholz. “We now
have two million people in prison,
a 61% growth since the ‘90s, only
related to drug-related crimes.”
Bucholz supports legalization because it would allow officers to focus on other investigations. “Since marijuana laws have
passed in Colorado, drug gangrelated crimes have significantly
decreased,” he said. “As a result,
law enforcement is able to focus
more on domestic abuse and sexual assault cases.”
Finally, Bucholz said he just
likes to “face the facts.”
“Prohibition has failed. Is it
any surprise? We’ve been through
this; we’ve been down this road
before,” he said.

LUNA reboots with new leadership and goals, but similar values
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

______________________

The student organization
Lawrence University Native
Americans (LUNA) has been
brought back to campus again this
year after an extended hiatus.
LUNA is a student organization that aims at educating the
Lawrence community about various cultures of different tribal
nations from across the United
States. There are seven board
members in the club, and there
are six regular members
Senior Nicole Chase is the
president of LUNA. When she
found that there were more Native
American freshmen coming to
Lawrence this year, she decided
to restart LUNA to provide a sup-

Ethnic dinner
continued from page 1

evening was accompanied by two
dance performances. The first
was a dance from northern Ghana
that was performed by Kinkaviwo
and the second was performed by
Melee dance group to the Florence
+ the Machine song, “Heavy in
Your Arms.” Many people commented that they enjoyed the performances.
Kinkaviwo is the Lawrence
African drumming ensemble. It
is a subgroup of the Lawrence
University Percussion Ensemble
(LUPE). The performance consisted of a mix of dancing and
drumming.
Melee is part of the Lawrence
dance program. The group teach-

LEAP

continued from page 1
“Lawrence doesn’t have
a Good Samaritan policy,” said
Lamphere. “Lawrence actually has
a D on the score for nationals for
our drug campus policy. We have
the lowest score of all the Midwest
Liberal Arts Colleges.
The Good Samaritan Policy
implies that if you turn someone
in who may have overdosed, you
don’t get searched or into any sort
of legal trouble.
“When ambulances come,
cops come, too,” continued
Lamphere. “It makes you not want
to call the ambulance. If you are
hospitalized for alcohol poisoning and your blood test reveals

continued from page 1
To another question on busyness with activities, he said, “Less
is more…One of the things that can
be very empowering is to learn to
and to practice saying no.” Again,
his last piece of advice was to do
things out of an expression of who
you are, not because you “should.”
“Going to seminar events, I
find the things I learn the most
from is probably not the academic
aspect but more of what’s on the
personal level,” Wang said. “I think

Lawrence Conservatory of Music
presents three concerts for

Friday, 15th, 8 pm – Lawrence Choirs
Sunday, 17th, 8 pm – Lawrence Symphony Orchestra
Thursday, 21st, 8 pm – Lawrence Wind Band,
Symphonic Band, and IGLU
At all three we are collecting donations, all of which will go to
the St. Joseph’s Food Shelf here in Appleton.
We accept nonperishable food items, cash, and check (made
out to Music for Food). These are tax deductible donations and
receipts are available upon request.
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Graves from Göttingen
Max von Laue

Susannah Miller

Columnist

_______________________

Max von Laue was born as
Max Laue in 1879 to Julius Laue
and Minna Zerrenner. His father
was later raised to hereditary
nobility, for which the ‘von’ was
added. The father was a German
military administrator, thus the
family moved frequently during
von Laue’s childhood. A professor in Strasbourg interested him
in the sciences, and he eventually studied at the University of
Strasbourg. Over the following
five years, von Laue studied in
Göttingen, Munich and Berlin,
where he worked with Max Planck
and received his doctorate.
Von Laue then spent several
more years working as an assistant to Planck in Berlin, where
he first made the acquaintance
of Albert Einstein. Von Laue then
became a Privatdozent at the
University of Munich in 1909
where he did much important
work. Privatdozent is a position
in German academia that allows
teaching at the university level
but is not salaried. Sometimes it
requires habilitation—a research
and publication process more rigorous than researching for a doctorate. At Munich, von Laue taught
optics, thermodynamics and the
theory of relativity. He then taught
at several other universities and
worked on the development of
vacuum tubes for communications in WWI.

In 1917, von Laue was
made the Second Director of the
Institute of Physics in Berlin,
where Einstein was the Director.
He moved with the institute to
Hechingen when Berlin was
bombed during WWII. He stayed
there until 1945, when an English
and American delegation came to
escort German scientists suspected of working on nuclear weapons
to England.
The work for which von
Laue is best known and for which
he received the Nobel Prize in
Physics was done while he was in
Munich. While walking through a
garden, von Laue and an associate were discussing the passage
of light waves through crystal. It
occurred to von Laue that a ray
of short electromagnetic wavelength, as x-rays were thought to
be, would diffract in a particular
and calculable way. Several scientists at the university tested von
Laue’s idea and eventually proved
him right, and he later worked
out the mathematical formula.
This proved that x-rays are electromagnetic waves and was the
beginning of the science of x-ray
crystallography.
In x-ray crystallography, an
x-ray is shone through a crystal
and a piece of film is placed in one
of several positions to capture a
trace of the diffracted ray. The
traces on the film can be used to
determine some aspects of the
structure of the crystal. The film
traces show imperfections in crystals used for things like photovol-

taic cells. This is important, as
crystal imperfections may greatly
reduce the efficiency of the cell.
It is also used to detect imperfections in diamonds used in industry and by mineralogists to determine crystal structure.
Max von Laue was strongly
anti-Nazi. He was outspoken in his
support for Einstein and his theory of relativity and opposed to
the Nazi-driven Deutsche Physik,
or German Physics. Von Laue also
organized a commemoration of
the death of a Jewish-born chemist who had been forced into exile
and later died abroad. It was
attended almost exclusively by the
wives of professors, as the government had forbidden professors in
the civil service to attend.
Von Laue was fond of outdoor
activities, such as sailing, skiing
and walking Switzerland’s Alpine
glaciers with his friends. He was
also an ardent motorist and fond
of driving fast. As a young man, he
had a motor bicycle on which he
would speed to his lectures. When
he was older, he enjoyed driving
his motorcar and, until his death,
never had an accident. In 1960,
when von Laue was 80 years old,
he was driving his motorcar in
Berlin when a motorcyclist hit
him. The young motorcyclist, who
supposedly had only received his
license two days before, was killed
instantly and von Laue’s car was
overturned. He survived the crash,
but died of his injuries several
weeks later.

of theatre. “The Sweetest Swing,”
however, was anything but a snug
play.
Rebecca Gilman’s play is a
sober examination of mental illness from the perspective of an
artist dealing with the pressures
of fame and success. The play
begins with the main character’s
attempted suicide, but quickly
becomes more lighthearted when
she moves into a mental hospital.
The main character, Dana, meets
two quirky mental patients who
convince her to fake multiple personality disorder so that she can
stay in the hospital for longer than
her insurance provides. Dana pretends to be the baseball player
Darryl Strawberry and discovers
that life as a baseball player is
a relaxing break from life as an
artist.
The dialogue in “The Sweetest
Swing” is insightfully witty and
especially fantastic when Dana
pretends to be Darryl, giving
emotional insights into her life
as an artist through the metaphor
of baseball. Despite much witty
banter, “The Sweetest Swing” is
also an intensely emotional play.
Although at times the play could
be somewhat melodramatic, there

were moments when I felt overwhelmed by emotion.
But as the lights came up and
the cast took their final bows, I
realized that I felt strangely
unfulfilled. In theatre, perfection
is impossible—the mistakes the
actors make cannot be undone
and they only have one chance to
make a scene good. This should
give theatre a fluid and dynamic
quality. However, “The Sweetest
Swing” lacked this dynamic and
engaging energy. Much of the
play felt stiff, and even though
I was moved by the story, the
play failed to truly entice me or
keep me involved. In particular,
the timidity of the monologues,
which should have been much
more energetic, was a glaring flaw
in “The Sweetest Swing.”
Seeing “The Rocky Horror
Picture Show” was a different
experience altogether. After a
serious internal debate, I decided
to go to the midnight show. My
reasoning was that after a night
of partying, the crowd—and possibly the actors—would be more
prone to indulge in the madness
that is “Rocky Horror.” I was right.
With the crowd bellowing
obscenities and the cast of trans-

Transvestite drama and
mental ward theatre

Zak Buczinsky

For The Lawrentian

_______________________

Before I went to see “The
Rocky Horror Picture Show,” I had
to come to a decision. Do I see the
show at nine—a perfectly reasonable time that is easy to make
and would allow me a comfortable
night of sleep? Or do I see the
show at midnight after all sorts of
late-night celebrations have swept
over campus, shattering sobriety
and promoting promiscuity?
Only a week earlier, I had
been in a similar predicament.
I was supposed to see the Fall
Term play, “The Sweetest Swing
in Baseball,” for my theatre class
and had decided to see the late
show on my general principle of
procrastination. Luckily, I ran into
a responsible friend of mine who
recruited me into seeing the early
show with him.
Seeing “The Sweetest Swing”
began as a comfortable experience. When I shuffled into the dim
theater and drearily took my place
among the whispering audience, I
was absolutely prepared for what
was looking to be a snug evening

Specht

Pages

Life in the Real World
Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Do you love your alma
mater? Are you afraid to enter
into the real world? Hello, and
welcome to Specht Pages, the true
and supreme voice of Lawrence
University. For this celebratory
30th issue, the Specht Pages
team interviewed a number of
Lawrentians with one simple
question: “What’s one thing that
you can do at Lawrence that you
won’t be able to do once you graduate that you will miss?” So sit
back, relax and nod in agreement
as Specht Pages reveals what
Lawrentians had to say.

“Eating yogurt and granola
for every meal of the day.” -Kate
Bellile
“Playing music with great
musicians multiple times a day
every day.” -Eli Edelman
“Having sex in the chapel!”
-George Washington
“Living a short walk away
from all of my friends and necessities.” -Tristan Tucker
“Not having to pay for my
own room, board, food, medical
expenses, etc.” -Jordan Marks
“Free printing.” -Kate Johnson
“Eating chocolate pudding on
the third floor of the library”
-Sam Tabibzadeh
“Complaining. We don’t pay
$50,000 a year to ________ (not
have a practice room, eat this horrible food, not have phones in
our rooms, not get a copy of The
Lawrentian, only get to keep a
DVD for two days).” -The Shitty
Kitty
“Definitely Sambistas.” -Sarah
Wagner
“Where else am I going to be
able to wear ugly sweaters every
day and have no one question it?“
-Alysa Levi D’Ancona
“Careening down the sidewalks on my bike, almost running
everyone over.” -Kevin Specht
“Playing bass naked in public.” -Nick Allen
“Gaming house. It is a very
vestites gesticulating suggestively
in response, the show was wonderful in its madness and energy.
One highlight was a mock orgasm
contest that ended with the winner pretending to pass out from
sheer ecstasy.
Seeing “Rocky Horror” for the
first time—a “virgin,” as first-timers are called—can be a marvelous experience. The whole show
seems wonderfully scandalous
and exciting. But seeing the show
as a “masturbator,” or for a second
time, left me with the same lack of
fulfillment that I felt at the end of
“The Sweetest Swing in Baseball.”
Going to “Rocky Horror” is
almost like going to an improvisational comedy show. It’s a fluid
experience, involving the audience almost as much as the cast.
But the chaos of “Rocky Horror”

relaxed, judgment-free zone
where I can go geek out and play
games with friends.” -Sean Jobes
“Skipping class is actually an
amazing thing. Deciding that you
have a better plan than whatever
lesson you paid for and then doing
that [at the] spur of the moment
is really self-empowering. After
college, you can’t skip. You can
take [a] vacation, or you can call
in sick, but the feeling is indelibly
different. Every sick day and vacation day is hugely valuable, so if
you haven’t planned in advance,
it’s hard to justify being spontaneous.” -Kevin McHugh
“Being able to see movies, in
a theater, for free. For a short time,
everyone in the theater is able to
share in a story together—sharing
laughter, fear, sadness, confusion anything.” -Morgan Gray
“I won’t be able to have a
super awkward interaction with
someone I don’t know and just say
‘That’s the Lawrence difference!’
and then whatever happened is no
longer awkward and that person
and I could potentially become
friends.” -Shelby Guinn
“Senior Streak” -Mike Magian
“I’ll miss reading in the
Wisconsin warm (around or
above freezing) weather on Union
Hill with friends, while watching
the sky.” -Shannon Grant
“Sleep in Somerset.” -Jamie
Cartwright
“Eat four chicken breasts a
meal.” -Kip Hathaway
“I will miss the sweet, rare
victory of a good tuna sandwich
day when buying a sack lunch.”
-Dana Debofsky
“Detonator. That game
involves smashing a beer can
on your head. I just don’t think I
could do it outside of college now.
But I don’t think I actually miss it.”
-Jon E. Erkkilä
“I can go to one, two or three
concerts almost every weekend
for free. I can also walk to them. I
probably won’t ever have as great
access to music, theatre and the
arts as I do now.” -Anna Buchholz

See page 5

is its strength as well as its weakness. “The Rocky Horror Picture
Show” lacks the structure and artistry of a play like “The Sweetest
Swing” and as such, it gets old fast.
For instance, the lack of coordination of the shout-outs and a rowdy
audience made the actual lines
very difficult to discern.
Both “Rocky Horror” and
“The Sweetest Swing” were entertaining shows. However, good
entertainment is something very
different from good art. With
a show like “Rocky Horror,” an
underground cult classic known
for its peculiarities, its faults
are forgivable. However, “The
Sweetest Swing,” as it was not
able to summon the kind of energy that really moves an audience,
is doomed to only be a passable
piece of art.

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Football team wins first in dramatic fashion
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

On Saturday, Nov. 9, the
Lawrence University Vikings (1-8,
1-7 MWC) finally captured a longdeserved win from Knox College
(1-8, 1-7 MWC) in what may be
the last game of football played on
the Banta Bowl grass.
“To send the Bowl out that
way was spectacular,” said senior
quarterback Luke Barthelmess.
“Notably, the first game our class
won together was against Knox in
the Bowl, on a rainy, muddy day.
So it was pretty cool to come full
circle here at the end.”
Neither team found the end
zone during the first quarter, but
Knox senior Derek Mortensen
started the scoring three minutes into the second, scoring on a
14-yard run after an interception
to give Knox a 7-0 lead. It wasn’t
long before the Vikings challenged
this lead, as Luke Barthelmess
threw a 15-yard pass to freshman
Trevor Spina to tie the score at
7-7 with three minutes remaining
in the half. On Knox’s next possession, an interception by sophomore Zach Eichhorst brought
the ball back into Knox territory,
where freshman Pat O’Mahoney

kicked a 30-yard field goal to put
the Vikings ahead 10-7 at the half.
After halftime, both teams
hit the field with clear eyes and
full hearts, their sights set on the
win. With just over five minutes
remaining in the third quarter,
Luke Barthelmess crossed the
plane after a 61-yard, nine-play
march down the field to widen
the gap to 17-7. Mortensen retaliated for the Prairie Fire with less
than a minute to go in the third
quarter, scoring on a 27-yard run.

Lawrence remained in the lead by
a score of 17-14 heading into the
last quarter.
The final minutes of the
fourth quarter were electrifying.
An 11-play, 83-yard drive brought
Knox within reach of the end zone
with only 57 seconds remaining in
the game, and Mortensen capitalized on a one-yard run to put the
Prairie Fire ahead 20-17.
But the Vikings turned it
up a notch, sustaining a 69-yard
drive in the final 49 seconds of the

Quarterback Luke Barthelmess scrambles on the final play of the game
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

game, working their way down
the field to victory. With three seconds on the clock after both teams
utilized their remaining timeouts,
Lawrence made a final push:
Luke Barthelmess successfully
found his brother, freshman Isaac
Barthelmess, as time expired, giving the Vikings a 23-20 win.
“The biggest highlight of the
day, from my perspective, was
watching our team come together
and fight for each other,” said Luke
Barthelmess, accepting responsibility for Lawrence’s turnovers
and noting the defense giving up a
few big plays. “But the difference
Saturday was that we had each
others’ backs. When the offense
turned the ball over, the defense
went out and got it back. When
Knox scored, our offense got out
there and went to work. That said,
I think the game was won before
it started—it was a state of mind
and a resilience that had been
building for a long time now.”
As the last home game for the
senior class, the Knox victory was
especially sweet. “I remember last
year, losing to Ripon 56-55 in our
last home game of that season,
and the feeling in my stomach. I
think every member of our team
who was there for that wasn’t

See page 12

Lawrence fencing squad shines at Northwestern
Erik Soderlund
Staff Writer

______________________

Lawrence University’s only
Division I athletic program, fencing, competed in the Northwestern
Duals on Saturday and Sunday,
Nov. 2 and 3 at the historic Patten
Gymnasium. Not only did they
compete, they dominated nearly
all of their opponents.
The men were victorious in
all matches except against the
host, Northwestern, losing 16-11.
Lawrence outscored opponents
in the remaining matches 15588, taking down big-name schools
such as Michigan, Michigan State,
Wisconsin, Iowa, Purdue and
more. The men’s most convincing victory was against Bradley
University, defeating them 22-5.
Junior captain and sabre special-

ist Andrew “Stork” Doares, also a
member of the Lawrence baseball
team, was a key contributor to
the team’s overall success on the
weekend.
However, with a winning percentage of .956, junior saberist
Graham Jones was a clear standout
amongst competitors. Regarding
the weekend’s success, Jones said,
“I feel that my individual training really paid off, working on
everything I needed to work on
from last season. Coming to practice every day and working hard,
as well as having my teammates
there to push me through to the
next level has been key in my
development.”
Considering our institution
only has around 1,500 students
must make it intimidating to compete against big-name schools,
but Jones commented, “It’s really humbling to be from a small

school and compete with larger
schools. It’s good for us because
we get to work towards getting
better and see where you’re at in
competition. Then when we beat
other schools individually and
as a team, we prove ourselves
amongst the competition.” Jones’
team of three, which competed in
the sabre over the weekend, went
undefeated in all matches. “Many
of the schools we faced have
really solid club teams, especially
Michigan and Northwestern. But
the real competition lies later on
in the season against more difficult programs such as Notre Dame
and Ohio State, who are dominant
in our region,” added Jones.
The results were nearly perfectly mirrored on the women’s
side, as they won all but two matches, falling to host Northwestern as
well as the University of Chicago.
Northwestern was able to beat

Lawrence rather convincingly
26-1 but Chicago had to work
hard to defeat Lawrence 17-10.
Nonetheless, it was Lawrence
whom the opponents feared in
the remaining matches, as they
destroyed Minnesota 24-3,
Wisconsin 21-6, and Bradley
22-5. Mentionable standouts were
sophomores Shelby Guinn and
Kali Thibault, who stepped up as
squad leaders and earned many
victories for the team.
Lawrence fencing will see
action again on Sunday, Feb.
2, as they will compete in the
Northwestern duals for the second time.
Note: Freshman Lauren
Phillips (epee) defeated nationally
ranked epeeist Courtney Dumas
of Northwestern. Dumas won
the 2013 United States Fencing
Association D-I national championship earlier this year.

41. But it was Marian who secured
this trophy after their win in the
second game.
The Vikings approached this
weekend eagerly as they were
looking to earn their first win.
“It was a big weekend and we
were looking for a good start,”
said sophomore Matt Moore. “Our
main focus was to win at home.”
The Vikings achieved that
goal on Friday. Marian was able to
strike first at the beginning of the
first period with a goal from sophomore Ben Morgan. The 1-0 score
continued until the middle of the
second period when senior Huck

Saunders evened things out with
a goal to bring the score to 1-1.
The Vikings offensive production
exploded in the third period with
an early goal from senior Paul
Zuke and another by sophomore
Rudi Pino, leading the Vikings to
a 3-1 victory.
Saturday’s game took place
down the road at the Blue Line
Ice Center in Fond du Lac, Wis.
The Vikings approached this game
with equal levels of determination
as the night before. “We knew that
they had more to give,” commented Moore. “But we had more, too.”
Marian’s Brian Berger scored

the first goal of the game late in the
first period. Freshman Derek Perl
of Marian notched another early
in the second period, followed by
a power play goal from freshman
Scott Milnthorp, 4:40 into the
second. A minute later, however,
Moore responded with a goal for
the Vikings, cutting Marian’s lead
to 3-1. The Marian offense took
charge after that and netted three
more goals to widen their lead to
6-1. Despite a Pino goal late in the
third period, Marian was able to
secure the win and take home the
traveling trophy.
As part of the new Northern

STANDINGS
School

Conf.

Overall

FOOTBALL
St. Norbert
Illinois Col.
Lake Forest
Cornell
Ripon
Carroll
Monmouth
Grinnell
Knox
Lawrence
Beloit

8-0
7-1
6-2
6-2
5-3
4-4
4-4
2-6
1-7
1-7
1-8

HOCKEY
Adrian
St. Norbert
Concordia
St. Scholastica
Lake Forest
Lawrence
Marian
Finlandia
MSOE
Northland

4-0-0		
4-0-0		
2-0-2		
2-0-2		
2-0-0		
1-3-0		
0-2-0
0-2-0
0-4-0
0-4-0

8-1
8-1
7-2
6-3
6-3
5-4
4-5
2-7
1-8
1-8
1-9
Pts.
8
8
6
6
4
2
2
0
0
0

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchaconference.org
and are current as of
Nov. 13, 2013.

Battle of Highway 41: Marian University knocks off Vikings
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
hockey team competed this weekend in a two-game series against
the Marian University Sabres. The
Vikings (1-3-0, 1-3-0 NCHA) captured the win on Friday, Nov. 8 at
the Appleton Family Ice Center
by a score of 3-1, but fell 6-2 to
Marian (1-4-0, 1-3-0 NCHA) on
Saturday. The teams competed for
the traveling trophy in what is
known as the Battle of Highway

LET’S GO VIKINGS!

Collegiate Hockey Association, the
Lawrence Vikings look forward to
the tough schedule ahead of them.
“Our goal is to have a good week
of practice,” said sophomore Ryan
Rumble. “After this weekend we
want to bring our record back to
.500. It’s important to get those
points early on in the season.” The
Vikings will be away at Northland
on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 15
and 16 for another two-game
series, as they look to even their
record and set the tone for a winning season.
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NFL hazing no
longer “Incognito”
Zach Ben-Amots
Staff Writer

______________________

On Monday, Oct. 28, offensive linemen Jonathan Martin left
the Miami Dolphins organization,
citing “emotional” reasons for
leaving the team. Within the two
weeks since Martin’s departure, a
multitude of evidence has surfaced
that indicate shocking instances of
bullying that occurred both inside
and outside of the Miami locker
room amongst Dolphins players.
Among the evidence was a voicemail left by pro-bowl guard Richie
Incognito on Martin’s cell-phone.
The following is a transcription
of that message, according to Fox
News 1:
“Hey, what’s up, you halfn____ piece of s___… Want to s___
in your f______ mouth. I’m going
to slap your f______ mouth. Going
to slap your real mother across
the face. (Laughter) You’re still a
rookie. I’ll kill you.”
When the above message was
revealed to the public on Sunday,
Nov. 3, Richie Incognito instantly
became the face of bullying and
racism in America. Incognito’s history of offenses was then brought
forth and the list of misdeeds in
his checkered past is almost too
long to believe.
Following a college career
during which Incognito acquired
as many ejections, suspensions and fines as he did personal accolades and awards, the
talented lineman was drafted in
the third round of the 2004 NFL
draft. Incognito spent the first five
years of his professional career
with the St. Louis Rams, where he
struggled with injury and addiction issues. In 2009, he was cut by
the Rams and fined $50,000 for
multiple unnecessary roughness
penalties. That same year, NFL
players voted Incognito the “dirtiest player” in the league.
However, the following year,
the Dolphins signed Incognito
and he made his first pro-bowl
appearance in 2012. After being
named a member of the Dolphins
Leadership Council that same year,
it seemed as though Incognito had
finally found a home.
That all ended on Nov. 3.
Along with leaving that message on Martin’s phone, it is now
known that Incognito was accused
of physical and sexual assault multiple times. One such accusation
came in 2012, only several weeks
prior to Incognito being named to
the Leadership Council. There are

Specht pages

continued from page 3

“Having someone (namely,
security) to let me into my room
when I have lost my keys. Also,
the fact that if you break a law on
campus (like nudity, public urination, skateboarding on things, etc.)
you just get in trouble with security and not the real law. We’re
in like a weird lawless bubble.”
-Curran Carlile
“Cramming everyone into
my tiny dorm room for maximum
bonding.” -Abby Kosberg
“Three words: The Viking

also new accusations of extortion relating to a $15,000 payment from Martin to Incognito.
The large majority of active
Dolphins players are putting their
full support behind Incognito
and, often times, harshly criticizing Martin. “What’s perceived is
that Richie is this psychopath
racist, and the reality is Richie
was a pretty good teammate,”
said tackle Tyson Claybo. “I don’t
know why [Martin is] doing
this. And the only person who
knows why is Jonathan Martin.”
Quarterback Ryan Tannehill
even called Incognito “the best
possible teammate I could have
asked for.”
While Martin has yet to
speak publicly on the matter,
an interview with Incognito
aired on Sunday, Nov. 10. In the
interview with FOX’s Jay Glazer,
Incognito called Martin his “best
friend on the team” and stated,
“My actions were coming from a
place of love. No matter how bad
and how vulgar it sounds, that’s
how we communicate, that’s how
our friendship was.” It is now
clear that Glazer and Incognito
are close personal friends and
the interview has been widely
criticized for intentionally softening Incognito’s public image.
Behind the plethora of topics
surrounding this saga are several
key issues. Rookies are known to
spend thousands of dollars on
team trips and dinners on occasion, but Martin wasn’t a rookie. Why did the coaching staff
and the players allow him to be
treated as such? Many Dolphins
players have called this merely
a series of “hazing” incidents,
which are commonplace in the
NFL. But the NFL is a business,
not a college fraternity. So why
is hazing considered acceptable?
An unnamed Dolphins coach
reportedly instructed Incognito
to “toughen up” Martin during
the entire time that Martin was
employed by the organization.
But why did that have to extend
off the field?
Much more information is
sure to be released in the near
and distant future. No matter
what is revealed in the coming
weeks and months, the NFL now
has the opportunity to show that
it has at least some control of
the teams and players within the
league. In the NFL’s current state,
there seems to be nothing further from the truth.

Room. It’s really a one of a kind
college bar and TriVR is so much
fun!” -Kate Allison
“Bagels at 11:30 p.m. Also,
answering questions for Specht
Pages.” -Stephanie Sundberg
“Running around naked”
-Casey Frensz
“Heading to the cafeteria for
some good, wholesome food. I
hate cooking” -Josh Moran
There you have it, it’s not
as bad as you thought it was. In
fact, things are only going to get
worse from here.
You heard it first from
Specht Pages!

Athletes of the Week
By: Amanda Ollerer

Taylor Winter: Swimming
Winter recently won a pair of events
at Boldt Natatorium on Saturday,
Nov. 2 in a triangular against Ripon
and UW-River Falls. She won the
100-yard freestyle with a time of
11:14:46 and the 500-yard freestyle in 5:27.80. Lawrence won the
triangular, as Winter was a big factor in the victory.

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

1) How does it feel when you win a
pair of events?
It always feels great to win! I know
my hard work in practice is paying off
and it is a sense of accomplishment to
be the fastest. I also know that I am
proudly representing the Vikings.

2) What is your favorite event, and why?
My favorite event is the 1650 freestyle. Most swimmers consider it the hardest race at 66 lengths, but
I love the challenge of training for and racing it. Since I don’t have a great start, I have plenty of time to
make up for it in the water.

3) Who is your biggest fan and what do they mean to you?
My biggest fan is my sister. I followed her footsteps and started competitive swimming when I was
eight. She is the first to wish me luck before every meet and always congratulates me no matter how I
swim. As a recent college grad, she has attended all of my meets this season. It motivates me even more
to see her smiling face in the stands.
4) If you could have lunch with any famous swimmer, who would it be and why?
I would love to have lunch with Dara Torres. She was the oldest athlete to compete in the 2012 London
Olympics, which shows that determination supersedes age. She stayed in incredible swimming shape
while juggling the balance of a hectic lifestyle, just like I continue to do. Also, she has the same name as
my sister, which is awesome.

Graham Jones: Fencing
In Jones’ first competition at the
Northwestern Duals, he won 24 out of
25 (0.96 win percentage). His efforts
helped the men’s sabre squad to an
undefeated record in the tournament.
Last season, Jones had a win percentage of 0.45 and took tenth out of 76
fencers.
1) How did you start fencing?
Throughout my life, I have always had a
particular interest in swords and sword
fighting. Any movie that incorporated
those aspects immediately had my attention. Therefore, I was, of course, a big fan
of the “Star Wars” series and “Lord of the
Rings.” I specifically remember one day
where I told my mom that it would be
awesome if you could do sword fighting
as a sport. She then told me that actually
existed and it was an Olympic sport called
Graham Jones (left) in competition
fencing! Sometime after that there was an
Photo provided
article in the newspaper about a local club
in Indianapolis (Indysabre) and a few weeks later I was signed up for a beginner’s classes. I was just
starting the fifth grade.
2) What has been your proudest moment while fencing?
My proudest individual moment in fencing came at the NCAA fencing regionals where I beat one of
the top Notre Dame fencers 5-0, handing him his only loss of the day. It is a humbling experience to be
able to fence against some of the top fencers in the nation from Ohio State and Notre Dame, but to beat
them is truly a moment where one can admire the caliber of fencing one can reach by training hard and
persevering through the most intimidating moments on the strip. However, as far as my proudest team
moment, it would have to be at the Midwest Conference Championships when I helped the men’s sabre
squad grab fourth out of 21 teams. Having a group of fencers that all are fencing at the top of their game
together, and cheering each other on as loud as possible is truly a memorable and great experience.
3) Before a big meet, how do you get yourself pumped up?
I am somebody who gets extremely nervous before meets and so I must focus in on what I want from
the day and how I will go about getting it done. I usually put in my earphones, put on my pump-up
music, and try to block everything else out. I go through my usual progressions on how I will get points
on opponents and I analyze what will and will not work. Finally, I fuel my drive to succeed by visualizing the feeling of winning; I think about the winning action when I beat an excellent fencer, or how I
will feel when I win a tournament.
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Gamelan adds unique culture to music at Lawrence
Michael Felzan
For The Lawrentian

_______________________________________________

If you’ve ever made the trek to Colman
Hall on a Wednesday night, it’s quite likely
you are familiar with the bright timbre of
wood on bronze. The haunting clinking
and clanking sounds you may hear while
approaching this far-removed part of campus may cause you to wonder if you’ve
stumbled into a far-off land. These are the
sounds of Bali, emulated by the Lawrence
University Gamelan.
A ‘gangsa’ is a traditional Indonesian
percussive ensemble featuring metallophones, gongs, drums and bamboo flutes.
Approximately 20 people play the instruments. All the music is played using memory, rhythm and teamwork among the musicians. Lawrence is fortunate enough to have
an authentic gamelan on our campus.
I Dewa Ketut Alit Adnyana, otherwise
known as Pak Dewa or Mr. Dewa, is an internationally acclaimed Balinese performer
and teacher of Gamelan, and lecturer of
Lawrence’s music performance course,
Balinese Gamelan Music. Pak Dewa is one
of the founders of the Balinese Gamelan
Çudamani and has toured with the group in
the U.S., Canada, Japan, Italy and Greece.
Pak Dewa also teaches young girls
and boys at the not-for-profit Çudamani
Summer Institute for Music and Dance in
Bali. Lawrence is fortunate to have someone like Dewa teaching here, but the story

of what led him to Appleton is one that even
he admits is “pretty amazing.”
Professor Sonja Downing, Assistant
Professor of Ethnomusicology and wife of
Dewa, started Lawrence’s Gamelan pro-

ize he had just seen Dewa’s gamelan group
play a show in Seattle. The performance
spoke for itself and no further questions
were necessary; Dewa began working at
Lawrence by the next academic year.

Pak Dewa sits before a gangsa in the Colman space where the ensemble practices
Photo by Will Melnick

ments before they were shipped from
Dewa’s hometown in Bali to Appleton.
The notion of hiring Dewa without
hesitation was certainly understandable;
in order to truly teach and understand
gamelan, you need to really experience it.
When I asked Dewa what he would
like students to know about gamelan, he
responded by saying, “You should come to a
performance and experience it. If you don’t
like it, then you can just go home, but you
should get out and experience a different
culture—it’s healthy.” And considering that
a large portion of Lawrentians rarely make
it off campus in any given week, this advice
should resonate with all of us.
Gamelan has been played since about
the 12th century in Indonesia, and as Pak
Dewa said, “It’s integral to both religious
and secular ceremonies.”
He went on to describe some of the
values and restrictions associated with the
ceremony, including removing of shoes, not
stepping over the instruments and having
an understanding of the ceremony. Here at
Lawrence, gamelan has performed in two
convocations, a capital campaign function
and most recently had the honor of playing
at the inauguration of President Burstein.
There are also shows held in the Lucinda
wing of Colman at the end of every year.
Make the trek to Colman; it’s an experience
you won’t want to miss.

gram with Dean Pertl in the winter of 2009.
At that time, Lawrence was borrowing a
gangsa from the University of Illinois. When
Downing proposed that Pak Dewa come to
Lawrence, Dean Pertl was shocked to real-

In 2010, Lawrence commissioned its
own gamelan instruments to be made by
a well-known gamelan maker in Bali. They
arrived in 2011. Both Dewa and Downing
were present at the blessing of the instru-

harassment or assault.
“The people on the board get some
specific training on how to respond to situations involving sexual assault or harassment. We are primarily there to be a
resource, should students have concerns,
and to work on educational awareness programming,” said Scott Radtke, the education coordinator for SHARB. The board can
also help victims get emergency medical
assistance and decide what kind of legal
action to take.
“Lawrence contracts with some attorneys that handle the process of investigating the complaint,” said Radtke. These
attorneys can then advise the legal authority on how to discipline the perpetrator.
Staff and faculty work closely with the
two student representatives—Courtney is
one while senior Kelsey Priebe is the other.
Students on the Board work to reach out to
the general student population through specific programming. Courtney and Priebe also

collaborate with the Student Programming
Committee, which was formed this year by
senior Liz Vidulich.
“One of the main points of the committee is to give SHARB a positive name so that
people feel comfortable going to the SHARB
board regarding reporting incidents,” she
says.
Next term, SHARB will begin their
Sexuality Series, which will consist of open
events to create a comfortable environment
for students to just talk.
“We were going call one event Sex and
S’mores and have different questions on
poster board on the walls so then people
could just mingle and talk about things,
because really we’re just trying to get a
conversation going,” says Vidulich. For the
review board, this is crucial. “What they
[the review board] want more than anything is to know the most effective way to
reach the students here.”
SHARB tries to avoid culminating

an accusatory environment and, instead,
focuses on fostering a positive one.
“We’re trying to do a lot of positive
events, rather than being preachy or targeting groups in any way. In the past, specific
groups, in particular fraternities and sports
teams, have felt targeted by groups that
are working to end sexual violence, but
we don’t want to be like that at all,” said
Vidulich.
Through programs like Step Up, led by
Erin Buenzli, and Bystander Intervention,
which focus on the ambiguity that can be
involved in situations of sexual violence and
can help students recognize when others
are in an unsafe situation, SHARB is teaching students that anyone can help prevent
sexual assault and harassment. For those
interested in becoming a part of SHARB,
contact Liz Vidulich at elizabeth.t.vidulich@
lawrence.edu

areas of familiarity.
As important or unimportant as
Freshman Studies may seem, there was
a time when it didn’t exist as a two-term
course. This resulted in students strongly
disliking the course and not enjoying the
set-up of the course.
From both a student and staff member’s point of view, Freshman Studies is
a good transition into college writing and
workload.
The course not only teaches students
about liberal arts and other subjects that
may or may not be in their interest, but it
also teaches professors about other subjects. Director of Freshman Studies Megan
Pickett states, “As instructors, we are also
faced with the challenge of teaching material that is often outside our own area of specialization, and so we model for students
how a liberally educated person analyzes
such subjects. These are often the most fun
to teach, because we get to learn a lot from
and with our students!” Therefore, instructors are also confronted with the task of
teaching something completely out of
their expertise.

According to art history professor Carol Lawton, who is also teaching
Freshman Studies this term, “We get to
know one another (other professors) and
we all know that we are in the same boat.
We also get to meet and know a group of
freshmen very well. ”
As much as the professors enjoy
Freshman Studies, students do, too.
“My class is more of a discussion
between the students. So I really enjoy
listening to the different perspective of my
peers,” freshman Megan DeCleen said.
But a common question asked by previous students is, “What happened to this
book? It was my favorite.”
Pickett explains, “The works are chosen in a couple of steps. Every division in
the university has a list of approved works.
The works are drafted by a committee that
consists of the Freshman Studies director,
director of the Center for Teaching and
Learning, Academic Dean of Students and
one faculty member from each division
who will be teaching Freshman Studies in
the coming year. Two slates of works are
created, and then the faculty who will teach

Freshman Studies vote on the selection,
usually around eighth through tenth week
of the Spring Term.”
For the Winter Term, Pickett says there
will be two new works, a film, short stories, an opera and Richard Feynman’s “The
Character of Physical Law.”
Books come and go depending on the
committee, but it doesn’t mean that only
the committee and the professors teaching
the course have a say in which works move
on or get cut off.
Pickett clarifies that “there is student
input, and that is part of the reason why
we really need students to fill out class
evaluation forms at the end of the term. As
part of this important feedback, students
rate the works in a number of areas, including whether the work should be kept or
rejected, how well the work encouraged
discussion, paper topics and so forth.”
She also encourages us and stresses
the importance of student feedback, for we
are the reason Freshman Studies exists, and
therefore, our input is vital.

SHARB leads discussion about sexual assault on campus
Claire Hoy
Staff Writer

____________________________

Sexual assault on college campuses is
one of the major issues facing our generation today. Students at Lawrence may not
recognize the severity of the issue because
we so rarely see it pubicized on our own
campus, but we must educate ourselves
just as much as one would at another
school.
“Students aren’t really aware of the
facts. We think that we don’t have that
problem because we don’t really see it as
much, because it’s such a tiny school, but
that’s not at all true,” said senior Steph
Courtney.
Enter the Sexual Harassment and
Assault Review Board (SHARB). The board
consists of students, staff and faculty and
serves as a guide in matters of sexual

Freshman studies evolves each year to meet student needs
Veronica Thao
Staff Writer

______________________________

Freshman Studies—the class that most
Lawrentians have in common. All freshman
find themselves with an unfamilar group of
people studying unfamilair topics.
The course was created in 1945 by
Nathan Pusey, the president at the time.
The purpose of the course was to introduce
freshmen to the
liberal arts.
The pillars
of Freshman
Studies are
developing the
students’ ability
to read, think and
write critically,
even about subjects outside
their

Graphics by Staff Artist Cori Lin
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Break provides time for academic and non-academic opportunities
Liz Vidulich

For The Lawrentian

______________________________

As the term winds down, it’s hard to
keep your thoughts on finals instead of the
six glorious weeks that await when you
finish up—gorging yourself on your parents’ dollar, hanging out with high school
buddies and abusing your Netflix account
until you find yourself watching a dozen
episodes of “Rugrats” one afternoon.
The fantasy may sustain us over the
next week and a half, but let’s face the
reality: After a few weeks of cooking for
yourself, you’ll start to pine for Andrew
Commons; your high school friends won’t
be back for the first three weeks; you’re
stuck in your hellhole of a hometown; and
watching “Rugrats” now may ruin your
childhood—if you don’t believe me, just
re-watch the opening sequence, but be
warned.
How can you make the most of our
calendar system instead of becoming a gluttonous couch potato? Here are several ways
that Lawrence students can take advantage
of winter break.
Seek out short-term “Life After
Lawrence” opportunities. Winter break is

an opportune time to intern at a group or
company in which you are interested, in an
official or unofficial capacity.
Students can utilize the Career Center
to obtain information about internship
availability, or can simply reach out to organizations. If devoting your whole break
to a group or company seems daunting, it
might be just as beneficial to contact several organizations relating to the industries
that interest you to set up informational
interviews. Rather than interviewing for
employment with a company, an informational interview allows you to learn more
about a line of work and get answers to any
questions you may have. The Career Center
can help students with either of these
endeavors—LUWorks features a database
of internships available for winter break
and beyond, and the staff of the Career
Center can connect you with alumni in your
field of interest.
Work the holiday rush. Besides the
obvious, Lawrentians have an advantage
over students at schools with different
calendar systems: Our availability from
Thanksgiving through New Year’s makes us
prime candidates for seasonal jobs. Many
department stores will hire additional staff
during the holiday season. Sure, you might
feel like you’re living in Andrew Commons

TV shows with an educational
(okay, semi-educational) edge
Kristen Bratonja & Devin
Ross
Staff Writer & Features Editor

_____________________________

Winter break is just around the corner.
For those of you who are excited to simply
relax, or for those of you who plan on being
productive but will end up being lazy, winter break is a great time to catch up on or
be introduced to some TV shows! Although
most TV shows premiere in September,
wonderful modern technology is available to help you catch up on episodes you
missed because of your heavy workload
and countless extra curricular activities. I
took a stab at choosing some shows that
would have special appeal for some of the
majors on campus. You can pretend you’re
being scholastic while being entertained.

Psychology Majors

The Blacklist (New)
For those of you who are Psych majors,
you might be interested in this new crime
drama! One of the FBI’s most wanted criminals turns himself in under the condition
that he be allowed to help one very special detective find other criminals he has
encountered throughout his career.
NBC, Monday nights, 10/9c

Pre-Med Majors

A Young Doctor’s Notebook (New)
Pre-meds, you might be interested in
this new comedy about a doctor who looks
back on his time as a medic in a Russian
village.
SKY , Ovation TV, 10/9c

History Majors

Reign (New)
If any of you history majors have an
interest in Mary Queen of Scots, this is the
new CW drama for you. It may be trashy,
but it will feed your fix for period costumes
and executions.
CW, Thursday nights, 9/8 c
Doctor Who
Everyone knows about the Doctor.
Travel back in time with him and experience different ages and some surprises
along the way.
BBC One HD, (Netflix, Hulu, etc. )

Anthropology Majors

Modern Family
Interested in dissecting the inner
workings of a very modern family? This
mockumentary will have anyone giggling
from the start, as three related families
come together and tell their stories directly
to the viewers.
ABC, Wednesdays 9/8c

Physics, Neuroscience,
Biochemisty, Biology,
Chemistry Majors

The Big Bang Theory
Watch a couple of the funniest Physics
PhDs around, and learn a little something
about science while you do it. There’s
enough humor to go around in this show,
even if you don’t know anything about
Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle.
CBS, Thursdays 8/7c

Economics Majors

Mad Men
Interested in business or advertising?
Check out “Mad Men,” a show set in ‘60s
New York: You’ll see a whole new side of
advertising agencies you ever knew existed.
AMC, reruns on Sundays 6-8 AM c

English Majors

Once Upon a Time
For those English majors who read all
of the Grimm Brothers’ fairy tales growing
up, watch “Once Upon a Time” to see them
all come together. This show creatively
weaves the plots of old fairy tales into a
modern drama set in Maine.
ABC, Sundays 8/7c

Political Science and PreLaw Majors

The Good Wife
If you’re at all interested in getting your J.D., or if you just find lawyer lingo
sexy, “The Good Wife” is a great show set in
Chicago. Follow the wife of Chicago’s own
state attorney as she goes back to work as a
lawyer when her husband is sent to jail for
corruption.
CBS, Sunday 9/8c

during the half hour after Freshmen Studies
lets out, but you’ll get some extra cash and a
staff discount, both of which will allow you
to stock up on gifts for friends and family.
Take up a hobby. This might be one
of the most obvious things to do during
break, but it bears reminding: Do the things
you claim to have no time to do at school.
The Internet is a wonderful thing, and one
of many reasons for that is how accessible it makes learning random new skills.
Tutorials abound on YouTube on how to
knit, tie sailing knots or master a new dance
move, and Pinterest is a bounty of easy doit-yourself projects and recipes. Similarly,
maybe it’s a good time to learn Grandma’s
famous brisket recipe or accompany Dad
on his early morning bike rides. If you can’t
fathom waking up before the sun is up,
you can keep active over break by joining a
local gym or YMCA—many gyms will offer
month-long memberships for college students home on break.
Travel and learn abroad with Lawrence
faculty and students. Looking ahead to next
year and beyond, check out some of the
awesome opportunities different departments offer to students for international
learning. Sustainable China: Environment
and Economy, is a cross-listed Economics,
Environmental Studies and Government

class in which students explore “topics relevant for understanding sustainability in
the Chinese context, including economic
development, natural resource management, urban growth and environmental
policy.” After taking this class in the fall,
students and faculty embark on a trip to
China in December to undertake a research
project and further their understanding of
the concepts explored in the course.
Another child of cross-listing between
the three aforementioned departments
is the Field Experience in Sierra Leone.
Similar to the Sustainable China program,
students enrolled in the course spend fall
term “develop[ing] and implement[ing]
a project that concerns economic, political, and/or environmental issues important in Sierra Leone,” and supplement their
research during an 18-day trip to the country. Students continue working on their
projects into Winter Term in a continuation
of the class, after which students have the
opportunity to present their research to the
Lawrence community.
Additionally, other departments have
vague conceptions of developing future
winter break trips, so, underclassmen, bugging your advisors about the idea may pay

Dan Thoresen

fruity flavor.
Many beers don’t only have the intended flavors, though. For instance, sulfurous
chemicals that make beers have a “skunky”
off-flavor are common in many beers, and
even have fans despite the acquired taste.
For instance, after major beer producer
Anheuser-Busch purchased Rolling Rock
brewery in 2006, they attempted to “fix”
the skunky flavor within the beer. When
they successfully cleaned it up, though, they
found that sales actually went down—their
fan base actually preferred the strange flavor! Most brewers try to protect against
these strange flavors by keeping their beers
in brown bottles. This protects the beer
from UV light, the same light that tans your
skin, which causes the breakdown of beer’s
hoppy compounds into 3-methyl-2-butene1-thiol (MBT), a scary name for a smelly
compound. But this MBT chemical can now
be found in an increasing number of beers
that, for marketing reasons, are beginning
to be put into clear or blue bottles. See
exhibit A, Miller Lite, or B, Corona. Don’t
even look at Bud Light Platinum.
The growth of the craft and home
brewing industries today means that those
of us who are of-age can try all sorts of
exciting beer varieties with many different flavors, intentional or not. So go on, try
something different and, hopefully, learn a
little about what makes your favorite beer
so delicious and distinctive.

See page 12

Beer not a simple matter:
A chemistry perspective
For The Lawrentian

______________________________________________

Many Lawrentians who are of-age and
are inclined to drink might know a thing
or two about beer. Hopefully in this article
you’ll learn a little more about what goes
on inside your beer to create such a delightful drink. Learning the science and history
behind beer can be both a fun experience,
and, hopefully, can point you towards new
varieties.
Beer has been around for thousands
of years, but for most of that time, brewers had no idea how it actually worked.
They simply transferred part of the froth
from one fermentation pot to the next, and
pleasantly assumed that hops, malt and
water turned into beer all on their own. The
Germans even passed the Reinheitsgebot
laws in 1516, limiting beer to those three
ingredients. It wasn’t until Luis Pasteur’s
work with microbes in the mid-19th century that brewers really understood what
was behind their magical drink. Suddenly,
brewers began to harness yeast to create
specific varieties and flavors. In Britain,
fruity ales brewed and served warm were
popular. In Germany, colder lagers found
their place. Here in the US, the variety
of brewing styles reflects the melting pot
of cultures that have brought their own
brewing techniques with them. In the aftermath of Prohibition and WWII, brewers
focused on getting their beer down to a
science, producing the cleanest, most consistent beer. Only a few brewers survived
Prohibition, and the market narrowed to a
select few major brewers. But today, the
craft beer movement is bringing back
the local brewer willing to be ambitious and novel.
Beer comes in so many different varieties because of the myriad
of flavors you can introduce just by
changing small variables during the
fermentation. Yeast produces many
of these flavor chemicals as side
products of the fermentation process,
where the sugars are turned into alcohol. For instance, esters are produced
from the combination of acids and other
alcohols. They’re found in every beer and
give many beers their hints of
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Melee joins forces with other groups in fall preview show
Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

On the evening of Friday,
Nov. 8, Lawrence University’s
dance troupe Melee, along with
Lawrence Swing Dance, Danza
Mexica and Massive Movement,
performed six different dances
over a brief but highly kinetic
session previewing what student
dancers have been working on
this fall. These dances demonstrated great diversity of style and
choreographic creativity.
Melee states that their fundamental mission is “to enrich
the Lawrence community by
providing a creative and friendly
atmosphere for dancers, choreographers and other dance artists to
collaborate to learn more about
the art form and to create engaging performances.”
The first of the dances was
a contemporary piece using the
song “F.U.Y.A” by French turntable group C2C. This was choreographed by junior Adriane
Melchert, who performed alongside senior Vicky Jhong Chung
and freshmen Alanna Rieser and
Gabriella Vanlaarhoven.
“I love this style of dancing
because it lacks parameters,” said
Jhong Chung. “There is no strict
rule that says how to dance or
choreograph a piece like this.”
Next was a more intimate
performance between seniors

Phillip Jindra and Sara Johnson,
who spun a charming narrative of
courtship while swinging to the
tune of “Dance With Me Tonight”
by Ollys Murs.
Third was a dreamy sort of
dance choreographed to “Heavy
in Your Arms” by Florence +
the Machine. This performance,
choreographed by junior Sari
Hoffman-Dachelet, featured dancers freshmen Taylor Gardner,
Kathy Yan Li and Tomoyo Nejime,
as well as Jhong Chung.
“I like dancing because it
makes me happy,” explained Jhong
Chung. “It gives me the freedom to
express myself through my body.
It’s a different way of communication. People are just used to chat
or text but they forget that there
are so many other ways to communicate with others.”
Fourth on the list was an
electro-pop dance choreographed
with moves from classical ballet by Melchert using the song
“Heavyweight Champion” by Big
Gigantic. Dancers involved were
Melchert herself, senior Madeline
Bunke and freshmen Paige Owen
and Jori Warwick.
The fifth performance was a
unique traditional “danza mexica”
by sophomore Zabdiel Ek-Vazquez.
Entitled “Huitzilopochtli,” or
“Hummingbird of the Left,”
Ek-Vazquez relies on grace and
precision of movement without
the added advantage of catchy
music—the only sounds came
from the stomping of his feet and

From left to right: Madeline Bunke, Paige Owen and Adriane Melchert perform Melchert’s choreography to “Heavyweight Champion”
Photo by Liz Landes

his attached noisemakers.
“Each movement depicts a
certain constellation, arithmetic
or philosophical question and
answer,” Ek-Vazquez explained,
“and the connection of these to
time and to organic growth. Danza
helps generate creative thought,
open-mindedness and a motivation to pursue the truth.”
Lastly, Massive Movement
performed a dance choreographed by sophomore Kenneth
Herrera to “Feedback” by Janet

Jackson. A large group effort,
Massive Movement offered an
explosive conclusion to the short
preview show.
“I like how dance excites people,” said Herrera. “We as dancers
entertain and perform for both
ourselves and the audience. Dance
is important simply because it’s
hard to escape. Dance is everywhere and everything.”
The turnout was phenomenal. The seating in Esch-Hurvis
Studio overflowed with students

while many stood or sat in front.
Dance may be defined as a rigorous exercise in creating a flowing
sense of unity by way of physical movement. In exerting large
amounts of focus and power, the
dancer uses his or her body to
create an elegant and beautiful
performance. With such a turnout
for a mere preview, one expects
further support for these dancers in continuing to hone their
artistry.

Jazz Weekend features variety of acts Senior Project “As You Like
Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

_______________________

The 33rd Annual Jazz
Celebration Weekend occurred
this past weekend, filling the
Conservatory with heaps of
high school students, visiting
nationally known clinicians and
world-class jazz artists, making
Appleton the jazz metropolis of
the Midwest for a few days.
The festivities began with
a concert on Friday, Nov. 8 by
Grammy Award-nominated vocalist Kate McGarry and quartet
members Gary Versace on organ,
Keith Ganz on guitar and Obed
Calvaire on drums. McGarry’s set
contained a variety of genres and
time periods, including original
tunes from her album “Girl Talk,”

an arrangement of James Taylor’s
tune “Line ‘Em Up,” “We Kiss In
The Shadow” from the Broadway
show “The King and I” and an
original composition about her
Irish family tree, straddling the
more traditional jazz vocal genre
and her own contemporary sound.
The music never stopped on
Saturday, filling every nook and
cranny of the Conservatory with
music. Middle and high school
jazz ensembles from Minnesota
and Wisconsin kicked off the day
with performances and workshops with clinicians from the
Eastman School, St. Olaf College,
Phoenix College and Washington
& Jefferson University.
In addition to the younger students’ performances,
Lawrence’s four jazz combos and
the Jazz Saxophone Ensemble
played concerts throughout the

day in Stansbury Theater, playing tunes by Bud Powell, Wayne
Shorter, Oliver Nelson and Miles
Davis, to name a few.
Later that afternoon, all the
students and teachers converged
in the Chapel for a concert by
the Lawrence University Jazz
Band and Jazz Ensemble, led by
Lecturer in Music Patty Darling
and Kimberly-Clark Professor of
Music Fred Sturm, respectively.
The Jazz Band performed a traditional swing chart, “Lennie’s
Pennies,” a Matt Harris tune
entitled “Inside Out” and the Pat
Metheny tune “The Gathering
Sky.”
Sturm’s Jazz Ensemble performed three pieces, each featuring a Lawrence jazz faculty member. The first tune, “Pueblo de

both lively pop hits and slow lullaby-like ballads. The album begins
appropriately with a track called
“Wildewoman,” which features
Laessig and Wolfe’s lilting voices
combined with acoustic guitar to
create a country/folk sound. From
there the group changes it up with
a more rhythmic alternative track
called “Turn It Around.” In this,
Laessig and Wolfe’s voices serve
to emphasize both the melody
and the rhythmic structure. This
perfect combination of percussive and melodic vocal techniques
can also be seen on their track
“Hey, Doreen,” in which they manage to sound like both robots and
rock singers and it couldn’t be
more appealing. This sound technique finally culminates in their
middle track, “Nothing Ordinary,”
in which the two utilize multiple

octaves and vocal styles to create
an alt-rock success.
Apart from these three tracks,
the album is mostly a combination
of two other types of sound. Tracks
like “Wildewoman,” “Tempest,”
“Don’t Just Sit There” and “How
Loud Your Heart Gets” all work
to create an open, rock-orchestral
sound through a combination of
non-verbal vocals, rock guitar and
a standard drum set. These are
the types of songs that call to
mind images of landscapes of the
Southwest in all their grandeur
and overwhelming space.
The second type of sound the
album promotes can be seen on
“Two of Us on the Run,” “Until
We Get There” and “Monsters.”
These tracks are lullabies at their

See page 9

Lucius release debut “Wildewoman”
Kelsey Priebe
Staff Writer

_________________________

Lucius released their debut
album “Wildewoman” on Tuesday,
Oct. 15. The band “officially” came
on the scene last year with their
EP “Lucius” (2012) and were
almost immediately featured on
primetime shows like “New Girl.”
The band features female duo Jess
Wolfe and Holly Laessig on vocals,
Dan Molad on drums and Peter
Lalish and Andrew Burri on guitar.
Their overall sound is something
of a less percussive, more melodic
and vocally-skilled version of Tilly
and the Wall, another band that
features a female lead vocal duo.
In “Wildewoman,” the band
successfully experiments with

See page 9

It” a success for all involved
Angela Butler
Staff Writer

_______________________

Think about these questions:
Are gender roles fluid? Is lust synonymous with attraction? When
is usurpation “just” or “unjust?”
In how many forms does love
manifest itself? While these questions may be old news to you—we
are at a liberal arts school, after
all—they were cutting edge ideas
in the 1600s, when Shakespeare
wrote his comedy “As You Like
It.” While it is common to hear
students lament and perhaps
complain about how “ancient”
Shakespeare is, all of the ideas
within his plays still ring very true
today. One of the famous bard’s
many comedies, “As You Like It” in
particular challenges the idea of
structured gender roles and gives
the audience the chance to interpret gender roles “as they like it”
and possibly to realize the fluidity
of gender and love. Whether they
accept gender and love in all of
its forms is up to them. However,
if you read the play, as you might
just find that Shakespeare has a
point.
On Nov. 10 and 11, a group of
students presented “As You Like
It” as a combined senior project
between seniors Clare Conard,
Sophie Hernando-Kofman, Abi
Leveille and Daniel Vinitsky.
Directed by junior Portia Turner
and stage-managed by sophomore Kayleigh Kitzman, this particular 70-minute adaptation of
the classic play was set in 1930s
Milwaukee and Door County and
included a wide range of students
on its cast list. Leveille starred
as the cross-dressing heroine

Rosalind.
Hernando-Kofman
played her cousin and dearest
friend Celia, fifth-year Vinitsky
was the attractive young Orlando
and Conard played the young
shepherdess Phebe.
The play follows all of these
characters through their adventures in the Forest of Arden and
the various lengths to which they
go in order to catch the attention of their love interests. From
Phebe’s obvious and purposeful attempts at looking sexy for
Ganymede—who is actually
Rosalind—to the awe-inducing
attempts from Silvius, played by
senior Angelo Murphycotto, at
making Phebe realize his love for
her, the play definitely brings out
Shakespeare’s humorous side.
Director Turner was extremely pleased with how it all went.
“This show was such a joy to work
on. Everyone was incredibly excited to be working on Shakespeare
and they all made my directing
debut an amazing experience. We
were completely overwhelmed by
the turnout for the show. It was
better than we ever could have
hoped for,” Turner said.
The big highlights of the
performance included senior
Sadie Lancrete’s hilarious and
tongue-in-cheek antics as the fool
Touchstone, Hernando-Kofman’s
facial expressions and overall sassy demeanor as Celia and
senior Joram Zbichorski’s nonchalance and flair on the guitar
during scene changes as Amiens.
The production and behind-thescenes staff also did a fantastic
job in directing, managing and
designing the play overall. From
the costumes to set construction, the entire play was greatly
enjoyed by all.
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SUSAN
SPOTLIGHT BORKOWSKI
THE

ARTIST

Ethan Perushek
Staff Writer

_____________________

Most people in the
Conservatory have taken the
normal route: Enrolled as a
freshman straight out of high
school, then kept on that path
until graduation four or fifth
years later. However, there are
exceptions to the rule. Senior
Susan Borkowski came to
Lawrence as a junior and started her 4-year program then.
This extra time has given her
the chance to hone her talents
and find her focus.
Hailing from the Chicago
suburbs, Borkowski didn’t
always know if she wanted to
pursue a career in music. So,
as a freshman, she went to
UW-Madison. While at school
in Madison, Borkowski realized that she was not happy
being a non-music major. After
a year at Madison, she decided
to take a step back and take
a more serious look at music
schools. After a year at community college, Borkowski ended
up at Lawrence, where she is
about to finish up her Bachelor

of Music double major in Vocal
Performance and general choral
music education.
Although she didn’t know
what she wanted to do initially
going to college, Borkowki says
she has “always been singing.”
She followed music with piano
when she was five, then moved
to viola, cello and violin. As for
influences, Borkowski says that
her choir director in high school
was “very supportive of my talent, and always gave me positive
feedback,” while her high school
English teacher “inspired me to
teach and be a better person.”
Borkowski says she “could
not have found a better place to
be” when asked about Lawrence,
which she found through her
private voice teacher back home.
“Lawrence is filled with the best
people!” She especially loves
the collaboration at Lawrence,
especially with her performance
coming up. “My collaborating
pianist is Elizabeth Vaughan,
and my voice teacher is Joanne
Bozeman. They are both incredible at what they do and I really
could not be more fortunate to
be working with such top-notch
people. You asked me about
people who have inspired me,

and those two inspire me all the
time.”
After Lawrence, she’s not
sure if she will want to stick with
vocal performance or education.
“Lawrence has allowed me to
not have to choose and do both
at a very high level.” Borkowski
says she is willing to let that
decision come to her in time,
and to just let it unfold.
As far as genres are concerned, Borkowski has the range
covered. Even just within her
recital she is singing French
pieces, German pieces, two
English art songs, Catalan folk
songs and a musical theater set.
Amongst all this she loves “singing pop songs in the car” like
everyone else, as well composing and writing songs on her
acoustic guitar.
Borkowski is very excited for
her upcoming recital because
she loves how “personal” some
of the songs feel, and she really
wants people to see that shine
through. For example, one of the
German songs she sings, “Das
verlassene Mägdelein,” she has
sung multiple times throughout
her career here at Lawrence,
and it has been “in her life for
so long.” Borkowski says there

Kingsolver’s debut novel “The Bean
Trees” tackles issues of oppression
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

_________________________

I once began reading Barbara
Kingsolver’s signature novel, “The
Poisonwood Bible,” but I abandoned it after just a few pages. I
felt sure that a lengthy book about
an exceptionally dysfunctional
family would only depress me.
But after reading just a few
pages in Kingsolver’s first novel,
“The Bean Trees,” I knew I was
in for a treat. Here was a funny,
down-to-earth, intelligent narrator who wryly comments upon
the follies of humankind without
losing her compassion for the suffering of humankind.
For me, “The Bean Trees” is
a story about learning how to live
as a decent and happy person in a
society trying to bring you down,
especially if you’re young, poor,
female, non-white or otherwise
denied power. It’s about facing
down oppression of all kinds with
strength and courage, but without
forgetting how to laugh and take
joy in life. Young women about to
enter adulthood should especially
read this book. Taylor is a wonderful, realistic role model for how to
embrace the positive values of a
feminine identity while resisting
restrictive gender norms.
After growing up poor in a
small Kentucky town, main character Taylor leaves home as a
young woman, hoping to avoid
the inevitable pregnancy and mar-

riage that befall young women in
her town. She travels west in her
beat-up car with no particular
destination in mind, accidentally acquiring what she was trying to escape: a baby, though not
through traditional means.
A desperate Cherokee woman
leaves her baby in the passenger
seat of Taylor’s car and asks her
to take it with her. A dazed Taylor
agrees, taking the baby, whom she
names Turtle, along for the ride.
Eventually, her car breaks down in
Tucson, Arizona, where she begins
working at a garage run by a
remarkable woman named Mattie
who runs a risky side operation:
She shelters illegal immigrants.
Taylor rooms with a woman
named Lou Ann, who recently separated from an abusive husband
and also has a baby. Together,
with Mattie’s help, the two women
navigate their independence and
the responsibility of motherhood. Taylor learns that although
her strong will and independent
spirit serve her well, there’s also
strength in caring for others.
Taylor becomes a friend and
ally to a young Guatemalan couple, Estevan and Esperanza, who
are staying with Mattie, and with
whom Taylor realizes she shares
some struggles, even if they
have different life experiences.
Eventually, their paths converge,
and Taylor gets caught up in protecting them and also investigating Turtle’s sad past while seeking
legal custody over her.
This is one of the most affect-

ing and authentic novels that I’ve
read in a while. Taylor’s voice and
the voices of all the characters
are the rich and natural voices of
regular people, reflecting a distinctive place and time. Unlike
many modern authors, Kingsolver
depicts lower-class people, and
she sets her story in the American
southwest, a setting not often
used. It’s altogether a breath of
fresh air.
Kingsolver addresses serious issues unflinchingly and
doesn’t look away from the messiness of life, but in the end, “The
Bean Trees” ultimately affirms
the beauty of life and the power
of love. Just as the fierce, gritty
Taylor might not seem very warm
and nurturing at first, this slim,
understated novel eventually
reveals poignant and profound
depths. “The Bean Trees” is a true
pleasure to read.

Photo by Nathan Lawrence

“is a lot of me in it” and that she
is excited for this performance
because, although she thinks it
shows her technical prowess,
she also thinks “it conveys a lot

of emotion, which is what art is
about.”
You can catch Borkowski’s
recital Saturday, Nov. 16, at 5:00
pm in Harper Hall.

Jazz Weekend

continued from page 8

Taos,” was a Sturm arrangement
of a traditional Native American
melody from New Mexico and
welcomed Assistant Professor of
Music and flutist Erin Lesser, who
dazzled audiences with her performance on the standard C flute
and less-heard bass flute.
The next tune, entitled “Hang
Gliding,” was written by Maria
Schneider and featured Instructor
of Jazz & Improvisational Music
and Jazz Performance Coordinator
and saxophonist José Encarnación,
who first performed the song with
Schneider’s orchestra last winter.
LUJE then closed with “Splatch,”
another Sturm arrangement of a
Marcus Miller composition with
guest soloist Lecturer of Music
and guitarist Steve Peplin tearing
it up with funk lines and sound
effects to close the show.
Capping off the weekend of

Lucius

continued from page 8
base and put almost their entire
focus on showcasing Wolfe and
Laessig’s ability to lilt and soften
their voices until they seem almost
ethereal. Although the band has
demonstrated that they can easily and successfully change their
musical style, this is by far their
most successful sound. “Until We
Get There” is the type of song
someone hears a few bars of on
a television show and spends the
next two months trying to find the
again. It’s just that good.
There are so many reasons

non-stop jazz was a concert by the
legendary fusion ensemble The
Yellowjackets, made up of keyboardist Russell Ferrante, saxophonist Bob Mintzer, drummer
Will Kennedy and electric bassist
Felix Pastorius. Now in its 32nd
season, this ensemble blew away
audiences with their tight sound
and fluid interactions between
each virtuosic player. The group
played tunes mostly from their
newest album “A Rise in the
Road” and surprised audiences
when Mintzer pulled out the EWI
(electronic wind instrument) and
brought us back to their fusion
roots.
The weekend was truly one
of jazz celebration, giving people
of all ages and levels of musical
experience the chance to listen,
learn, perform and be a part of
this exciting genre that has been
and continues to be the roots of
so many types of our musical language.
why this is a notably impressive
debut album. However, one of the
main ones is that Lucius manages to find the perfect balance
between demonstrating their
melodic versatility as artists while
also playing to their strengths on
each track. There is literally no
track on the album that seems
weak or unsure of itself. In fact,
every single song is able to stand
alone as an excellent work of
music, which is an extremely
rare accomplishment for a debut
album. Lucius has set the bar very
high for itself, but I have no doubt
they will manage to meet and surpass it in their future albums.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
The right kind of communication
Glance at the wall of posters by the Corner Store or the official Lawrence University calendar
and experience an unfiltered information overload. Event advertisements in dorms and campus
buildings vary from building to building and range from applied-on-every-surface to notablyabsent.

For a campus the size of 84 acres, there is a lot happening between the sports games, weekly
meetings, concerts and guest speakers and performers. With this much information, the ability to
filter for individual preferences and make sure that the people who want to learn about an event
would be an advantage to both event planners and attendees. Clearly, event advertising and outreach at Lawrence needs an overhaul. How to go about doing that should be decided by both the
administration and students. To facilitate the beginnings of such a process, here are a few ideas:
To start, a centralized online web page for student organizations as well as university departments would be a great step in the right direction. Perhaps students could even call events to each
other’s attention by up-voting interesting events, asthe websites Digg and Reddit do. This could
insure that, despite seemingly innocuous titles, an event is not ignored.
Students could also sign up online to receive weekly emails custom-suited to their particular
interests. They could choose the types of events they did and did not want to find out about. Each
weekly email would feature short blurbs about each event the person might be interested in and
this process would be done by a single entity, like Lawrence Communications.

Filtering and searching those results has, by this point, been ingrained into the infrastructure
of the web and Lawrence could bring its calendar into the 21st century by making its events sortable by interests and tags. For now, The Lawrentian plans to increase its effors to keep students
posted on important upcoming events they might not have heard about. Look for them next term!

Another type of women’s empowerment
Kate Bellile

For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

In light of the recent Women’s
Empowerment week, I’d like to
offer my ideas on the subject of
empowerment. I, as a woman,
have already been empowered,
and so have you. This empowerment comes without a fight and
without any fear of loss.
To begin with, I was created
in the image of God. So were you.
So was everyone. If that doesn’t
blow your mind, I don’t know what
will. The Creator of the Universe
made humankind in His image?
Amazing! That means by the sheer
fact of our existence and our status as part of the human race, we
share in the dignity of God. This we
share equally, all people—male or
female, young or old, disabled or
able-bodied, born or not-yet-born,
black, white, brown or what have
you—we are all endowed with
this immense and unchangeable
dignity. Furthermore, it’s a dignity
that we cannot lose and we don’t
ever have to fight to know that
we have.
During his time on Earth,
Jesus was the perfect example of
respecting this universal dignity.
Coincidentally, he also made a
habit of empowering women in a
time and place where that was not

at all common and highly countercultural. Countless times in the
Bible, Jesus defied cultural norms
and held out his hand to women
who were in quite dire situations.
These women wouldn’t have otherwise received help, except that
he actually put into functional, visible practice the idea that all people are alike in human worth and
dignity. He saved a woman from
being stoned, which would have
been an acceptable legal punishment at the time. He healed another from a disease she had been
suffering from for twelve years,
which made her an untouchable
in the eyes of the community. Yet
another he made a missionary to
her whole region. Everyone was
equal in his eyes and he had compassion for them, loved them, forgave them and respected them.
However, the most significant
way that Jesus empowers women
and everyone else is that he came
to earth for us, died for us and
rose again for us. In doing this, he
empowers us in the most important way possible—by making us
who were enemies of God into
children of God.
Going from hopeless to eternally hopeful, from a small, finite
life to eternal life, from wicked
and depraved to forgiven. That is
empowerment and the only kind

that will last forever. The empowerment given to us by Jesus isn’t
dependent on socio-economic
status, on a career, on one of the
many and subjective standards
of beauty, on age, on perceived
“important contributions” to the
world. It’s a gift based not on what
I can do for the world or its perception of me. I can’t do anything
to deserve it, but I have it anyway.
I don’t have to fight any battles to
keep my empowerment. All the
battles have already been won! No
campaigning, no arguing, no blogging, no buttons. None of it! It’s
mine because it was given to me.
We are being empowered in
every moment by the sheer fact
that we are created in the image
of God, and that fact makes us as
worthy as anyone else of respect
and dignity. This is a fact that is
heartbreakingly forgotten by the
world and the powers that be, and
even more heartbreakingly forgotten by us. This empowerment
is internal and eternal, meaning
it can never be taken away and it
will last forever! It is in this steadfast place that our hope lies, and
it is from here that we can go out
and remind ourselves, the world
and the powers that be just how
much respect we deserve as the
image bearers of God.

Photo poll by
Laura Udelson

“If you had the
opportunity to
win a lifetime
supply of any
object, what
would it be?”

Avoiding winter break blues
Will Doreza
Columnist

_________________________

Dear Will,
So, we have this super long
winter break coming up. It will be
nice to relax and be at home, but
I’m worried I’m going to get lonely
and bored. Any recommendations
on what I should do for the whole
month of December?
Homebound in Hiett
Dear Homebound,
Most people are so excited
to get away from campus for a
while that they don’t think about
boredom or loneliness until it hits
them right in the face about two
weeks into the break. That’s why
it’s really important that you know
about ‘Lawrence Withdrawal,’ and
ways to enjoy the holiday season
and being at home.
‘Lawrence Withdrawal’ is
what happens when you go from
the stressful and regulated environment of Fall Term into weeks
of laziness and social isolation.
Those of you who are introverted might find this really exciting,
but trust me, after 11 weeks of
constantly adjusting to Lawrence
stress, you’re going to discover
that winter break is pretty disorienting.
So, a week or two after
Thanksgiving, you’ll have watched
all six seasons of “Lost,” caught
up on “The Walking Dead” and,
without fail, will routinely wander
to the fridge every 20 minutes,
disappointed to find that you’ve
already eaten pretty much anything that isn’t salad dressing. I
probably don’t have to tell you
that you won’t like carrying on
like this for much longer.
The first thing you should
do is call up some friends, if you
haven’t already. People you like,
for sure. Don’t call people you
don’t like just for the sake of company, even if you’re desperate.
And you may even find that after
being around your new Lawrence
friends for so long, you fondness
for some of your past acquaintances has faded.
Just make sure you’re aware

that your home friends are going
to have surprisingly different
mannerisms and behaviors than
your Lawrence crowd. But this
is definitely not a good reason to
avoid them. You need socialization
and having an open mind to the
different ways that people interact is good practice for when you
have to operate in the real world.
Keeping busy might sound
like a really unattractive prospect,
but trust me, being creative is
something that everyone can and
should do. Find something you
don’t hate doing, like writing or
baking, and just do it for fun. You
obviously have the time. My first
winter break, I built an elaborate
gingerbread cathedral completely
from scratch, complete with flying buttresses and candy stained
glass windows.
I had never built anything
with food before. I just woke up
one day and decided it was to
be. So, let yourself try something
you never had thought you’d
want or need to do. And after a
healthy dose of Lawrence liberal
arts, you’ll find that exploring new
things is pretty easy.
From the very beginning
of break, however, make sure
you’re keeping in touch with your
Lawrence friends, as well. It has
always surprised me, every winter and summer break, how bad
people actually are at maintaining contact. Facebook is useful
for acquaintances, but try doing
something more creative, like
writing a handwritten letter or
giving them an actual visit.
Again, Lawrence Withdrawal
seems like a pretty trivial problem, but it’s something that’s
going to be remarkably annoying
for someone who hasn’t experienced it before—and trust me,
your family members will be
annoyed, too. Just be prepared,
and don’t let yourself zone out
for too long. There’s only so much
Netflix to be watched, you know.
Burning metaphysical questions, annoying roommate problems or other random thoughts?
Email
william.e.doreza@lawrence.edu if you’d like to be
advised in next week’s issue.

All Op/Ed Illustrations by Cori Lin

“Tasty tea.”
-Sophie Vogt

“Lotion.”
-Armelle Otou

“Silly Putty.”
-Gabriel Peterson
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In defense of bronies and other children’s cartoons
Lily Risdall
Staff Writer

________________________

Since coming to Lawrence, I
seem to have watched more kids’
shows than I ever did as a child.
In the last year, “My Little Pony,”
“Gravity Falls” and both series of
“Avatar” have sucked me in with
their excellent writing and lovely
animation. I am not alone, though,
as within the last decade, many
college students have set aside
their work to watch children’s
television.
While most American animation fell under the category of
children’s television, international animation did not receive the
same characterization. Animation
for the older generations has
existed for as long as animation
has existed, but anime revitalized
the idea of animation for adults.
Hayao Miyazaki contributed to the
idea of animation as an art form
that can appeal to children and
adults with movies like “Spirited
Away” and “Howl’s Moving Castle.”

More mature and sophisticated writing allows for a wider
age range to enjoy it. Children of
the nineties grew up with anime
and strange American shows
like “SpongeBob.” DreamWorks
Animation delighted in slipping
mature jokes for the parents into
films like “Shrek.” Someone who
watches “SpongeBob” as a child

like “The Powerpuff Girls” once
did. The old lives through the new,
and reflecting on past television
shows can lead to reflecting on the
past in general.
Children’s television changes with age. A joke the viewer
laughed at innocently as a child
may now strike them as politically
incorrect. Realizing a once-loved

from television, among other places. If they only see Caucasians on
television, then they only learn
the dominant culture and lack
role models of minority groups.
Most of the television I watched
as a child had white characters or
non-human characters, but few
characters of color. Today, it has
improved slightly. “Avatar: The

may still watch it as an adult, just
for different reasons.
Watching kids’ shows, old and
new alike, also stirs up feelings of
nostalgia. “Adventure Time” has
much of the same nonsensical
tone of early “SpongeBob.” “My
Little Pony” offers heroic female
characters and sly humor, much

show is actually racist or sexist
can disturb the adult viewer, but it
also encourages them to see how
society has become more accepting since their childhood.
Television has a glaring deficiency of people of color, but kids’
shows may offer some hope in
that area. Children learn norms

Last Airbender” and “Legend of
Korra” have entirely Asian characters. “Word Girl” chronicles
the adventures of a black female
superhero who fights crime with
her intelligence. Unfortunately,
these examples are still in short
supply.
Strong female characters

Better than the average
Alan Duff

Opinions & Editorials Editor
_________________________

Grade inflation is one of those
provocative conversation starters
like Social Security, Chris Christie
and re-gifting, where no consensus of what should be done about
them has been established; but
it may finally be leaving its questionable friends forever.
Yes, you heard right: All your
better-than-average self-beliefs
are at last valid. Thanks to the
all-too-real 60-year grade inflation campaign, college students
everywhere have finally defeated
descriptive statistics and helicopter parents. The “C average” is
dead. Long live the “very good” B
categorical. Next, world hunger.
At some point in the past few
decades, the C, the once ubiquitous 2.0, became the worst thing
one could bring home to one’s
parents, barring perhaps lice
and prom dates. The F could be
explained around, it could be
dropped, as there was always an
extraneous reason. Not so for the
C. It insinuated average—listed it,
too—and that alone was enough
to garner the stigma.
Now, in colleges across the
nation and even here at Lawrence,
the average is slightly higher than
a B, and for good reason. Nobody
wants to be called average. It sucks
and it’s boring. I want to be unique

and, I mean, who doesn’t? Looking
at the rise of average high school
and college GPAs, we—whomever
this really is, you decide—succeeded on that account.
I know what you’re going to
say. This happened because we’re
the Y or ‘me generation.’ We were
given soccer trophies for going
2-9 all season and ribbons for
82nd place in a race because,
really, isn’t everyone a winner?
Then the internet came along with
YouTube, Facebook and Twitter to
facilitate further self-exceptionalism. Of course universities, teachers and parents all then pandered
to us, eager to avoid the spoiled
kids.
Unfortunately, we’re not a
bunch of superstar narcissists. It
turns out that people across all age
groups think they’re better than
average. In social psychology, this
phenomenon is so common and
well known that they call it “illusionary superiority.” Furthermore,
according to researchers, like
Stuart Rojstaczer and Christopher
Healy, and The Washington Post,
grade inflation has been working
hard since World War II.
In order to shed some light on
this whole grade inflation thing, I
called a couple people and asked
the tough questions to back up
my point about how great grade
inflation has been for defeating
the C menace. To avoid any biases
I purposefully avoided Lawrence

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
In response to Mr. Doreza’s article in the November 8th, 2013 issue of The Lawrentian:

Mr. Doreza employed some ridiculous anti-logic when he lampooned atheists in last week’s
edition of The Lawrentian. Doreza’s arguments about atheism suffer from ignorance regarding
atheism’s status in both the Lawrence community and the broader country. While it is true that
more people list no religious affiliation here at Lawrence than in the country as a whole, they
remain a significant minority. Not that such a figure matters much; the numbers of atheists in the
United States prove far more telling, because they speak to what kinds of experiences with which
most students enter college. As of 2007, 1.6% of Americans identified themselves as atheists, with
another 2.4% calling themselves agnostic. Their strength as an interest group may be growing, but
guess how many atheists are currently in Congress? Zero. How many have been on the Supreme
Court? Maybe one. How many have been president? Zero that we know of. Mr. Doreza’s argument
about atheists being unchallenged at Lawrence is as laughable as saying that blacks in the 50s were
unchallenged going to a school in the north. Just because they weren’t incurring the worst of racism
in the United States doesn’t mean they weren’t experiencing it every day.
A 2013 Gallup poll showed that 53% of voters would never vote for an atheist president, even
if the candidate fit every other criteria important to that voter. Atheists are just above convicted
felons in a similar poll asking Americans which groups they found most trustworthy. I don’t mean
to diminish the Draheim resident’s predicament; comfort and safety must always be goals in any
roommate situation, and this atheist girl should not hurt her roommate. That said the Christian
roommate doesn’t have to go home and hear every day about how she is a failure as a human being,
or will spend an eternity in hell, or should kill herself. No, that delight is reserved for those brave
enough to voice their skepticism of Judeo-Christian myths. Additionally, a good college doesn’t
always make everyone comfortable. If one goes through their entire education at Lawrence without
once feeling offended, uncomfortable or challenged, please ask for your money back.
staff. So, naturally, the first person I called was Professor Beth
Senne-Duff PhD., alias Mom. To my
horror, she confirmed that grade
inflation has happened and is a
problem. This was troubling information, so I pressed on and asked
her what her grades were like and
if she had ever gotten the averagebranding C: “I dunno. I was top 10

“Rice Krispie Treats.”
- Michael Brissett

“Gummiez.”
-Liz Barenholtz

are also rare in children’s television. Women may be in supporting roles, but few main characters are female. I watched a ton
of anime as a child because it
was hard to find relatable female
characters on Western television.
Disney princesses are swell, but
its much more fun to run around
the playground pretending to be
a magical warrior princess, rather
than sitting at the top of the slide,
pretending to be a damsel. Korra,
Word Girl, the “My Little Pony”
ponies and others are more recent
female protagonists for girls to
look up to. Progress is slow, but
it’s encouraging to see how television has changed to reflect an
improvement in society.
Ultimately, Kids’ shows
reflect on both real life and our
wildest dreams. They emit a feeling of magic that most “adult television” shuns. Everyone, no matter
their race, religion, gender or age,
can step away from the world’s
sorrows when they watch kids’
shows. We get the chance to stand
on the even plain of imagination
where everyone is a superhero.

percent. I don’t remember. I don’t
care. Yes. I got C’s in college.”
But what about how great it
is now that we have B as the average? “I think a lot of people need
to accept that it’s okay to be average. I think in grade school that we
need to-” At this point I stopped
listening. She made no sense. C
means average. We’re no longer

“Taco Bell.”
- Mary Diduch

“Movie tickets.”
-Tierney Duffy

—Ian D. Koziara ‘14

average. Problem solved.
My mother was one datum
point. I needed backup. I called
up another person from a previous generation: Professor Hugh
Crawford, no relation. It turns out
he’d gotten a couple C’s, too, and
was happy to get B’s in some of

See page 12
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Duff

continued from page 11

his most difficult college classes.
Clearly, we’ve solved that now
with grade inflation. We are happy.
But did he agree? No, he thought it
was a problem. “I think the expectations of students of an A or B is
a problem and that there’s a lot of
pressure to get into graduate sch-”
Whatever. He didn’t get it, either.

Winter break
continued from page 7

off by the time you’re a senior.
We should all spend this
break enjoying ourselves. We work

Football

continued from page 3

going to let that happen again,”
reflected Barthelmess. “The ride

Looking
through
past
Lawrentians, this is an issue that
came up in the 2000s, and the
solution to grade inflation was
obvious then. If the problem is
that schools that inflate grades
grant more advantages to their
students, Lawrence just needs to
get in on this grade inflation race.
We can call it Race To The 4.0.
With current trends of grade inflation, it’s not like we’re not going
to hit that, anyway. Might as well

do it first.
Still, these phone calls troubled me and I got to thinking that
maybe C is supposed to just mean
the average between F and A. The
point between 0.0 and 4.0. But if
that’s true, what does all this inflation mean? Are we being coddled?
Are we getting smarter? Damn.
It’s supposed to mean that we’re
better.

our butts off here, and we deserve
these six weeks! But that doesn’t
mean the solution is necessarily
being sedentary or unproductive.
Remember that, regardless of how
you spend them, those weeks will

fly by—and it’s a lot more exciting to watch two soccer moms
get in fisticuffs over the last size
7 black Uggs in Nordstrom than
to watch every episode of “Boy
Meets World.”

this year has been very tough on
all of us, and to finally come out on
top is a testament to everyone’s
resilience and work ethic. For the
team, I think this weekend served
as both a sigh of relief and a criti-

cal opportunity to see what we
are capable of.”
The Vikings will conclude
their season on Saturday, Nov. 16,
against Ripon College on the road.

LU Winter Break
Athletic Events
Hockey:

November 29 at 7:30pm – Gustavus Adolphus
(NCHA-MIAC Thanksgiving Showdown)
November 30 at 7:30pm – St. Olaf
(NCHA-MIAC Thanksgiving Showdown)
December 6 at 7:00pm – St. Norbert
December 10 at 7:00pm – St. Mary’s
December 14 at 7:00pm – UW-Eau-Claire

Men’s Basketball:

November 23 at 3:00pm – Elmhurst
December 4 at 5:30pm – Carroll
December 16 at 5:00pm – Illinois College

Women’s Basketball:

December 4 at 7:30pm – Carroll
December 5 at 7:00pm – Mount Mary
December 16 at 7:00pm – Illinois College
January 2 at 1:00pm – Finlandia

Swimming:

December 13 at 6:00pm – UW-Oshkosh

For additional inquires about athletic
events please refer to the Lawrence
University Calendar
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LUCC Update
WEEK 9
TERM I

Feel free to email LUCC with any community concerns at LUCC@lawrence.edu.

Get more information about forms, deadlines, and current announcements by visiting the LUCC page on the Lawrence website!
Visit us at http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/lucc
Like our Facebook page for updates and
more information - Lawrence University
Community Council!

We also now have a Twitter page. Follow us
at @LUCC_Lawrence for updates!

Executive elections are coming up
- please contact us if you have any
questions or interest in running for
an LUCC cabinet position!

Pick-up applications to run for
President or Vice President in the
Campus Life office on the 4th floor of
the Warch Campus Center.
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